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to 163 days compared with 78 days actually attended in 1870 (President's Science Advisory Committee on Youth 1973). Much of this time is squandered. It is not spent in activity explicitly devoted to educational tasks (Karweit 1979).
A major consequence of the high participation of youths in secondary education, combined with changes in the organization of work over time that have removed the location of most work from the home, is an extreme form of age segregation for youths. Typically, the current organization of schooling not only segregates youths from adults other than teachers, but it also segregates youths themselves into groups with narrow ranges of age. When this segregation is combined with the narrow focus of formal schooling on academic learning, it has the effect of isolating youths from opportunities to develop certain kinds of skills.
The following list, the first eight elements of which are taken from Cole-man (1972; see also President's Science Advisory Committee on Youth 1973), illustrates the diversity of skills that education might provide:
1.  Intellectual skills
2.  Vocational skills
3.  Decision-making skills, i.e., skills for making decisions in complex situations where consequences follow from the decisions
4.  General skills for enabling  a person  to cope with  physical or mechanical problems he or she will confront outside of work, in the home, or elsewhere
5.  Bureaucratic and organizational skills required for coping with organizations, employers, merchants, clients, customers, or the Internal Revenue Service, or to work as a manager or entrepreneur
6.  Skills in the care of dependent persons
7.  Skills required to cope with emergencies
8.  Verbal communication skills in argument and debate
9.  Social skills required to maintain positive interactions with others, influence others, and resist undesirable social pressures from others; the skills required to manage day-to-day social exchange so that it is generally rewarding rather than frustrating
10. The ability to make long-range plans and delay gratification
Because formal schooling may be an efficient way to accomplish only some of these educational objectives, Coleman (1972) has suggested a restricted role for schooling and an expanded role for other institutions, especially work, in the education of youths. In a highly persuasive theoretical account of how the current organization of schooling may account for the age patterns in delinquency, Greenberg (1977) argues that "any society that excluded juveniles from the world of adult work for longf Labor Statist
